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South Williamsport Area School District

Course Plan Template


	Teacher: Mike Rodgers
	School Year: 2014-2015

	Course: American Civics
	Intended Grade Level: 7th

	Course Summary: 
Throughout this course, students will explore the rights, duties, and responsibilities of being a U.S. citizen, as well as examine the basics of the U.S. government and its legal and economic systems.


	Course Outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will know the basics of American civic life and the basic ideals and structure that shapes our government and economy.
By the end of the course, students will be able to describe, analyze, and evaluate key elements of American government and civic life.


	Standards Targeted

Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Civics and Government (2009)
PA Core – History and Social Studies (2014)


	Units of Study

	Units Topic
	Primary Learning Outcome

	Founding America
	Evaluate and analyze events that were important to the foundation of the United States.

	Constitutional Foundations
	Identify and describe principles and documents that led up to the foundation of the US Constitution.

	Citizenship
	Identify and describe the rights, duties, and responsibilities that are granted to and expected of US citizens.

	Constitutional Government
	Identify and describe the structure of the US government at the national, state, and local levels.

	Policymaking
	Identify, describe, and apply the processes used to create public policy in the United States.

	The Judicial System
	Identify, describe, and synthesize how court cases (criminal and civil) are tried in the United States.

	Political Processes
	Describe and evaluate the American political process in terms of the function of political parties, the mass media, voting and election processes.

	US Economy
	Identify, describe, and apply key characteristics of the US Economy.

	Advanced Learner Recommendations

	Opportunities exist for higher order thinking and debating—evaluating, analyzing, synthesizing—concerning life as they observe it in our country.  Individuals will be expected to take leadership positions during class discussions, mock government activities, etc., and to advance their abilities to analyze and argue through writing and speech.


	Struggling Learner Recommendations

	This course offers an abundance of new vocabulary.  Be able to define and apply key vocabulary terms to improve recognition and understanding during class and while reading.  Students should take advantage of study guides and graphic organizers to learn and review course content.  Create visual and oral representations of course content to improve written recognition and responses.



� Indicate primary Standards emphasis: 


PA Core - Math / ELA / Science & Technology / History & Social Studies


National Content Standards (Name and Type)


Industry Recognized Standards (Name and Type)
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