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Project Description

All students who graduate from a Pennsylvania school district must complete a senior project. The objectives of this state mandate include the student’s ability to “apply, analyze, synthesize and evaluate information and communicate significant knowledge and understanding.”
Students who fail to complete all aspects of the graduation project by May 1st of their senior year will not participate in graduation.  Transfer students will be evaluated individually for project completion.  

Part I:

In grade 12, South Williamsport Area High School students will complete the resume and college application process. Every student must accomplish the given objectives. All aspects of the graduation project must be developed collaboratively—with the student, the parent, and the classroom teachers—then successfully completed.  All components of Part I of the graduation project must be satisfactorily completed and approved by a member of the Senior Team Faculty by the last day of the first semester in order for the student to participate in graduation ceremonies.  The student must satisfactorily complete the project in its entirety in order to graduate. 

Part II: 

Students will complete a speech component for the graduation project.  The speech should include information on post-graduation plans i.e. employment or college degree program.  The student should research a topic and focus on facts regarding the topic and why the student is choosing this career/field.  

Speeches will be delivered on a specific schedule in the spring.  Each student will be required to deliver and critique a speech.  

Part I: Project Description and Checklist

______Resume

______ College Application
______ Letter to Request a College Recommendation 
______ College Application Essay

Each component must include a rough draft, a corrected draft, and a final copy. 

Resume
The resume will highlight the student’s skills, experience, and honors/awards throughout his/her high school career.  It must include the following information: personal data, objective, education, school/community activities or accomplishments, work experience, and references.  

College Applications

Students will complete a college application.  The Common Application “serves students and member institutions by providing an admission application – online and in print – that students may submit to any of the 391 members.”
Letter to Request a College Recommendation
Students will complete a letter requesting a college recommendation.  A sample format will be provided to students in their English classes.

College Application Essay
Since some colleges/universities require a composition component to the application, students will write a college essay on an approved topic of their choice.  The topic must be from an actual college application.  Sample topics include: 
· Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you. 

· Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.  
· Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.  
· Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence. 
· A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you. 

Part I: Project Evaluation 

Student’s name________________________________

Place a checkmark if the student has successfully completed each component of part I of the graduating project.  

______Resume

______ College Application

______ Letter to Request a College Recommendation 

______ College Application Essay

Each component must include a rough draft, a corrected draft, and a final copy. 

____________________________________
___________________________________


      (Faculty approval)





      (Date)

All components of Part I of the graduation project must be satisfactorily completed and approved by a member of the Senior Team Faculty by the last day of the first semester in order for the student to participate in graduation ceremonies.  The student must satisfactorily complete the project in its entirety in order to graduate. 

Part II: Speech Description and Checklist

Students will complete a speech component for the graduation project.  The speech should include information on post-graduation plans i.e. employment or college degree program.  The speech should focus on facts regarding the topic and why the student is choosing this career/field.  

Speeches will be delivered during the scheduled half days.  Each student will be required to deliver and critique a speech.

Students must complete the following requirements: 

______ Typed outline of speech

______ Speech (creative presentation) – 4 – 6 minutes in length

______ Peer evaluations (completed during the week of presentations)


Part II: Speech – Teacher Evaluation
Student:

Date:


Evaluator:

Final Score for this evaluator:  U  S 

Topic:


Time Requirement: Student must present for at least 4 minutes to pass the presentation.

Unsatisfactory / Satisfactory (Time ___________ m.) 

Overall Scale:


U = Unsatisfactory
S = Satisfactory


Content 

	Clearly communicates main ideas
	U
	S
	

	Purpose of study clearly stated
	U
	S
	

	Appropriate vocabulary 
	U
	S
	

	Application of knowledge 
	U
	S
	

	Accuracy of information
	U
	S
	


Organization

	Structured/organized presentation  
	U
	S
	

	Effective introduction and conclusion 
	U
	S
	


Delivery/Presentation
	Proper grammar
	U
	S
	

	Projection of voice (volume, pace, enthusiasm)
	U
	S
	

	Appropriate dress (dress, dress pants, collared shirt)
	U
	S
	

	Evidence of practice
	U
	S
	

	Effective use of nonverbals (eye contact, posture) 
	U
	S
	


Presentation Materials

	Visual aids (neat, well-constructed, easy to read)
	U
	S
	

	Relevant to topic/project
	U
	S


	


Question and Answer Period (not included in student presentation time)

	Response indicate thorough knowledge of subject
	U
	S
	

	Appropriate responses to all questions 
	U
	S
	

	Questions adequately answered
	U
	S
	


	Overall Rating 
	U
	S
	


If the student earns 5 or more unsatisfactory ratings, then the presentation is deemed unsatisfactory by this evaluator.  If the student earns an unsatisfactory rating from a majority of the evaluators, then the presentation is deemed unsatisfactory and must be redone. 

__________________________________________

____________________________


    (Teacher approval’s signature)




(date)

Part II: Speech – Student Evaluation
Speaker:

Date:


Evaluator:

 

Topic:


Overall Scale:


U = Unsatisfactory
S = Satisfactory


Content 

	Clearly communicates main ideas
	U
	S
	

	Purpose of study clearly stated
	U
	S
	

	Appropriate vocabulary 
	U
	S
	

	Application of knowledge 
	U
	S
	

	Accuracy of information
	U
	S
	


Organization

	Structured/organized presentation  
	U
	S
	

	Effective introduction and conclusion 
	U
	S
	


Delivery/Presentation
	Proper grammar
	U
	S
	

	Projection of voice (volume, pace, enthusiasm)
	U
	S
	

	Appropriate dress (dress, dress pants, collared shirt)
	U
	S
	

	Evidence of practice
	U
	S
	

	Effective use of nonverbals (eye contact, posture) 
	U
	S
	


Presentation Materials

	Visual aids (neat, well-constructed, easy to read)
	U
	S
	

	Relevant to topic/project
	U
	S


	


Question and Answer Period (not included in student presentation time)

	Response indicate thorough knowledge of subject
	U
	S
	

	Appropriate responses to all questions 
	U
	S
	

	Questions adequately answered
	U
	S
	


	Neatly write a brief summary regarding the presentation.  What is your overall impression of the presenter?  Did he/she present the information using basic speaking skills?  Are there any areas that are unclear? 


	
	
	


Progress Report for Graduation Project

Date____________

Dear Parent or Guardian 

This written notification is being sent concerning 
’s progress with regard to the graduation project.  Please keep in mind that (1) this project is a requirement for graduation as mandated by the state of Pennsylvania, (2) all requirements must be met prior to May 1st or the student will not be allowed to participate in graduation, and (3) the resume, applications, essay, speech, and evaluations are all due by the assigned presentation dates.

The checked items below indicate deficiency.

Please feel free to contact me at the high school (326-2684) if you have any questions.  The best time to call is
.

Yours truly,

Faculty Advisor

Comments:



______Resume

______ College Application

______ Letter to Request a College Recommendation 
______ College Application Essay
______ Speech

______ Peer evaluations 

Notice of Completion Letter


Date_________________

Dear Parent/Guardian of__________________________________________________________

This letter is to notify you and to congratulate your son/daughter for the official completion of the graduation project as required by the state of Pennsylvania. We hope that the components of this project have helped in developing career and educational goals for the future.

Yours truly,

Faculty Advisor

SAMPLE
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