MAKING THE FINAL CHOICE

Most colleges need a reply by May 1 as to whether you will be attending or not.  If you have only been accepted to one college or have a favorite choice of those colleges that have accepted you, then the final choice is an easy one.  What if there is no clear-cut choice among the colleges that accepted you?  Get yourself some paper and a pen or pencil and prepare to do some work using the following ideas and the chart on the last page of this booklet.

1. List those colleges you are considering.

2. Review your self-assessment and college assessment.

3. List the pros and cons of each college—what are the advantages or disadvantages?  Consider the following factors:

a. How strong is your major at that college? 

b. How well does the college meet your academic and social needs?

c. Consider the financial aspects.  How much of a difference is there between a private school costing $15,000+ a year and a public institution ranging from $5,000 - $8,000 a year?  What will transportation costs be?

d. How well will you do in college?  Considering the college’s academic standards, will you be able to compete with your classmates, excel, or just keep your head above water?

e. Is it important that other South Williamsport students are on campus?

f. Distance will be a factor when determining how often you will be able to return home.

4. Consider how you felt being on campus.  Rank the choices from most comfortable to least comfortable.

5. Determine what is most important to you.  Review all of your information and try to decide.  Do steps 1-4 again in a few days.  Do you reach the same conclusion?

6. Talk to people—parents, friends, your teachers, and counselor.  Verbalizing sometimes helps make things clearer.

MAKE YOUR FINAL DECISION—just remember, no decision is ever etched in stone.  Almost everyone has doubts. However, if you have worked through the process carefully, your decision will most likely be a wise one.


Once you have accepted admission to the college of your choice, you need to write the other colleges to which you sent applications and withdraw your application from consideration.


Notice that your letter of acceptance includes statements similar to the following: “Final admission is contingent upon successful completion of your senior year.  We are confident that you will continue to achieve at a level consistent with your past performance” or “Admission is offered pending satisfactory completion of your current program of study” or “Note: offer conditional pending receipt of final high school transcript.”  Do not stop working once you are accepted.  Admission can be withdrawn if there is a significant change in your academic achievement.

