SENIOR TIMELINES AND TIPS
· Start a bank account for college.  Discuss finances with your parents.

· Work for the best possible grades.  Your class rank, which is important for college acceptance, is based on your 9th, 10th, and 11th year grades.

· Take as many college preparatory courses as you can handle.  Admissions officers consider the difficulty of the courses taken and the grades received.  In addition, difficult courses are assigned more weight for the purpose of class ranking.

· Make every attempt to improve your reading speed, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Not only will this improve your SAT I score before college, but it will also help you succeed in college.

· Visit colleges whenever possible.  Discuss specific colleges as well as the collegiate experience in general with college students, particularly during their vacations at home.

· Take advantage of every opportunity to read about careers, observe, and then discuss them with parents, friends, and people working in these areas.

· If you ever have questions about your choice of a career, college, or college major, stop by the Counseling Office.

SEPTEMBER
· Start a serious investigation of the possible colleges and majors you are considering.  Use PHEAAmentor, www.pheaamentor.org, in the computer lab or at home.  Come into the Counseling Office for college booklets and other resources.

· Schedule a meeting with your counselor. 
· Meet with college representatives visiting South Williamsport.

· Plan up to three “College Visitation” days.  The required forms are available in the Guidance Office.  These forms must be signed by a college admissions representative and submitted to the high school office upon return.

· Request (online or in writing) applications that are not available from the SWAHS Counseling Office.

· Actively review PSAT and your first SAT scores.  

· Register for the fall SAT I.  (We recommend you take the SAT I once in the spring of the junior year and once in the fall of the senior year.)  When you register for the SAT I, you can have your scores sent to four colleges free of charge.  Please note -- some colleges will only accept SAT scores from the College Board. (ex: Penn State)  Be aware of your school’s requirements.  Our school code CEEB # is 395325.
· Consider registering to take the ACT at least once.  (Many schools recommend this test.)
OCTOBER
· Begin narrowing your choices and applying to the colleges that meet your needs and interests.  Applications can be obtained through the college web sites, and you may be able to apply on-line.  (Print completed on-line applications for later reference.)  The Guidance Office has a limited supply of college applications on file for your use.  
· Seek and request teachers who will write positive recommendation letters for you.  Give them at least 7-10 days as well as all necessary information.
· Arrange campus visits to the colleges of your choice.  Go to the counseling office for a College Visit Form.
· Attend College Night, an excellent opportunity to meet with various admission representatives from numerous colleges and universities.

NOVEMBER
· Begin to apply to colleges of your choice, if you have not already done so.  Take note of specific application deadlines for the various schools.  For example, all admissions materials for Penn State must be received by November 30th in order to be eligible for first wave consideration for fall term admission to University Park.  Generally, the sooner applications are received by your chosen schools, the better your chances are for admission

· If you apply online, it is your responsibility to submit a copy to your counselor and to notify the counselor about submitting follow-up materials such as transcripts.

DECEMBER
· Generally, all four-year college applications should be submitted no later than December, although certain schools will accept applications after this month.  Most of the Pennsylvania State universities (i.e. Bloomsburg, Mansfield, Lock Haven) appreciate receiving applications for admission no later than December.

· Some students may begin receiving acceptance notices at this time.

JANUARY
· Parents Financial Aid Night at SWAHS.

· The School Counseling Office will send mid-year (semester) grades, upon request, to any colleges you have applied to.  Frequently, a mid-year report form is included with the application or the college will ask students for updated grades.  It is your responsibility to provide your school counselor with a stamped-addressed envelope for mid-year grades.
· Begin working on FAFSA form and other financial aid forms.  Information from parental W-2 Forms is required to complete the application.  Make sure you keep a copy of income tax returns because they may be needed to supply to colleges or FAFSA.
FEBRUARY/MARCH
· Most college financial aid deadlines fall during these months.  Students should check the deadlines for the schools of their choice to make sure all financial aid materials are submitted.  Failure to do this could result in a loss or reduction of financial aid

· Offers of acceptance should be arriving.  Weigh a college’s offer against your personal and financial requirements.  Once you have made your decision, notify your chosen college as well as those you have rejected.  Respond immediately to all correspondence from the college of your choice.

· Many local and national scholarships are announced at this time.  The Guidance Office publishes a "Scholarship Bulletin," maintains a scholarship file, and has access to several other scholarship resources.  Complete your applications for scholarships and return them to the Counseling Office.  Know your deadlines and let us know them, too.
APRIL
· All colleges will have notified you by now of their decision.  Send your tuition deposit to the college of your choice.  Watch “special provisions” (i.e. some colleges will guarantee a “spot’ until May 1, but will not guarantee housing after a certain date.)
· Applications for Stafford Loans are available from most lending institutions after April 1st.  You must contact the lending institution of your choice to receive an application.
MAY
· Notify the counseling office of your college choice, so we can mail a final transcript to them.
· Inform all colleges that accepted you whether you plan to attend their college or not.
CONGRATULATIONS
