TYPES OF ADMISSIONS

ROLLING ADMISSIONS—This indicates that there is no set deadline.  Applications are accepted at any time.  Students are accepted if they meet set criteria and when the quota for each department (major) is filled, admissions are closed.  With rolling admissions, it is a good idea to apply early.  On the other hand, if a school has not yet met its quota, applications may be accepted late in the school year.

ADMISSIONS DEADLINE—Many colleges and universities simply have an application deadline.  All applications must be received by the given deadline in order to be considered for admission.  The majority of “deadline schools” do not preview applications before the pre-determined deadline.  There are some schools that organize the applications in the order they were received.  Thus, it could be to your advantage, in some cases, to apply much earlier than the deadline.

EARLY DECISION—Students may apply Early Decision to ONE participating college or university, usually by mid-November.  The Early Decision candidates are making a commitment to the university that, if chosen, they will indeed matriculate there.  The decision for admission is generally made by mid or late December.  

· Once Early Decision candidates are selected for admission, they are expected to withdraw or cancel any other college applications.

· Most Early Decision candidates have strong credentials.  Non-accepted applicants are almost always deferred to regular decision.  Schools that deny students access to the Regular Admission pool of applicants following an Early Decision denial are rare.

WAIT-LISTED—If you are placed on a waiting list, the college should indicate to you what your chances of admission are.  Students are usually informed how many other students are on the list, where the student in question is on the list, and what percentage of wait listed students traditionally are accepted.  If you are not provided with this data, it is suggested you request it from the institution.

